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y Commission Makes 
Courthouse Decision 


Architectural Drawing Shows 
New Courthouse Location 


The Wasatch County Com- 
mission issues the following 
statements to clarify any mis- 
understandings on the location 
of the new Wasatch County 
Courthouse which may have a- 
risen through recent articles 
published by groups from out- 
side the County. 


THE PRESENT AND preced- 
ing Wasatch County Commiss- 
ions discussed for several 
months with the Heber City 
Council the advisability of He- 
ber City purchasing an alter- 
nate building site on Main St. 
on which to build a courthouse. 
This site would be given to 
Wasatch County in exchange for 
the present site and allow ex- 
pansion of the Heber City park. 


Prices and appraisals were ob-| 


tained on several tracts of land. 
On January 18th the Wasatch 
County Commission requested 
by letter a decision from Heber 
City on this matter so that con- 
struction on the new Court- 
house could be started. Due to 
the prohibitive cost of a suit- 
able alternate site Heber City 
advised they were not interested 
in this proposition. 


THE DECISION OF THE 
Wacateh County Commission 


house would be ample to pro- 
vide baseball facilities, picnic 
shelters, barbecue areas, and 
other recreational items for the 
people of our County. Thr 
present City Park is neithe 
large enough or the correct Ic 
cation for this type of facility 
PASIO OL =s wasy =. 
Prices and appraisals were ob- 
tained on several tracts of land. 
On January 18th the Wasatch 
County Commission requested 
by letter a decision from Heber 
City on this matter so that con- 
struction on the new Court- 
house could be started. Due to 
the prohibitive cost of a suit- 
able alternate site Heber City 
advised they were not interested 
in this proposition. 


THE DECISION OF THE 
Wasatch County Commission 
was then to locate the new 
Courthouse on the existing site. 
In February 1967 a question- 
naire was sent out to each Was- 
atch County taxpayer asking if 
they would support the Com- 
mission on this decision, Over 
60% of the taxpayers respond- 
ed with a three to one majority 
supporting this proposition. 
Since that date this. property 


haš mot “been offered by the 


County for sale or trade to any- 
one afid platis have been pro- 
ceeding for the construction of 
our Courthouse on this site. 


SINCE THAT TIME, EVEN 
though the property has not 
been available, many plans have 
been published ‘by outside 
groups for the using of this 
property. The plans have been 
changed several times, some 
showing the Courthouse. and 
Jail removed, some showing the 
Jail standing, and some show- 
ing all buildings remaining. The 
object in each case has been to 
appeal to certain groups of in- 
dividuals and to discredit the 
plans of the Wasatch County 
Commission and force a delay in 
building plans to accomplish the 
ultimate goal — the preserva- 
tion of the Town Square with 
buildings intact. Letters from 
our congressmen in Washington 
and from officials and individ- 
uals in Salt Lake have request- 
er the preservation of the Town 
Square — not the using of this 
property for a park. Viewed 
rationally it would appear very 
unlikely that these individuals 
would be concerned with the 
addition of one acre of land to 
our City Park. This is a local 
problem which we do not feel 
is the concern of these outside 
groups. 

THE RESTORATION OF the 
buildings on this square to a 
point where they would be a 
credit to the community would 
require the expenditure of many 
thousands of dollars and then 
the problems of future mainten- 
ance would have to be met. It 
is easy to dream and plan a 
project this this nature if the 
realities of financing are not 
faced. No mention of funds 
have been made indicating that 
they would have to come from 
the taxpayers of the County. We 
do not feel that this expendi- 
ture could even be considered: 
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